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Abstract
Consider these questions:
• You are designing a device that can result in vast destruction in an aggressive ad-

versarial country, but you are unsure whether that destruction will be military or
civilian. However, without this device, the adversary can inflict vast destruction on
your country. Should you proceed, and how should you go about deciding?
• You are developing a technology whose long-range environmental impact is unknown,

but may be either severely detrimental or tremendously beneficial. Only time will tell.
Should you proceed, and how should you go about deciding?

Consequentialist ethics justifies actions if the good value outweighs the bad value, as
assessed with respect to moral maxims. In choosing between alternative actions one must
choose the action that maximizes the net moral goodness of the outcome. However, info-
gap theory demonstrates that this optimization will have negligible robustness against un-
certainty. In other words, ethical consequentialism is not reliable for insuring ethical be-
havior when facing deep uncertainty. We demonstrate an alternative approach, based on
satisficing the degree of moral goodness, and maximizing the robustness to uncertainty.
We show that decisions based on this robust-satisficing approach may or may not agree
with decisions based on classical consequentialism.
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